
USS Laffey DD-724 in Korean War 

The Korean War began on 25 June 1950 when North Korea invaded South Korea. It ended unofficially on 

27 July 1953 in an armistice.  USS Laffey DD-724 supported US Navy operations in the war.  See 

https://www.laffey.org/HomePage/DD724ColdWar.html.   

 

USS Laffey Recommissioning Ceremony January 26, 1951 San Diego, California 

 

Per Wikipedia  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Laffey_(DD-724) . “Korean War - Laffey was 

recommissioned on 26 January 1951, with Commander Charles Holovak in command. After shakedown 

out of San Diego, she headed for the east coast of the US, arriving at Norfolk in February for overhaul 

followed by refresher training at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. In mid January 1952, she sailed for Korea, 

arriving in March. Laffey operated with TF 77 screening carriers Antietam and Valley Forge. 

 

In May, with Captain Henry J. Conger in command, Laffey she took part in the blockade of Wonsan in 

Korea.  “Although frequently subjected to hostile fire in Wonsan Harbor while embarked in his flagship, 

the U.S.S. LAFFEY, Captain Conger conducted a series of daring counterbattery duels with the enemy 

and was greatly instrumental in the success achieved by his ship. By his inspiring leadership, sound 

judgment and zealous devotion to duty throughout, Captain Conger contributed materially to the 

success of the Naval blockade of the east coast of Korea and upheld the highest traditions of the United 

States Naval Service.” — Dan A. Kimball, Secretary of the Navy 

https://www.laffey.org/HomePage/DD724ColdWar.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Laffey_(DD-724)


After a brief refit at Yokosuka on 30 May, Laffey returned to Korea where she rejoined TF 77. On 22 

June, she sailed for the east coast, transiting the Suez Canal and arriving Norfolk on 19 August.” 

 

During the Korean War, USS Laffey DD-724 provided gun fire support. 

 

On 22 June 1952, USS Laffey departed for the east coast, transiting the Suez Canal and arriving Norfolk 

on 19 August.  This was an “Around the World Cruise” documented in “World Cruise ‘and 52” 

https://www.laffey.org/Cruises/1952%20World%20Cruise/52wcfrontcover.htm and 

https://www.laffey.org/Cruises/Bob%20Longsdon's%20Album/logsdon1.htm .   

  

USS Laffey DD-724 Returned to Norfolk VA on 19 August 19, 1952.  Newspaper article from the 

Virginian-Pilot below "The 2,200 ton Laffey - unscratched by the enemy in nearly seven months 

operating off - was the of the four to ease alongside Pier 21 at the Convoy Escort Piers.  She is the 

flagship of Captain William S. Whitside, USN, the squadron commander."   Also see “Cries of Daddy 

Heard over the Din Pier Noises.  Children, Wives, Parents, and even the Pet Dogs Welcomed Men 

Home”.  This describes the joy of all welcoming the men of Laffey and other ships home. 

https://www.laffey.org/Cruises/1952%20World%20Cruise/52wcfrontcover.htm
https://www.laffey.org/Cruises/Bob%20Longsdon's%20Album/logsdon1.htm


 



We honor all Korean War Era veterans including many USS Laffey Association members: 

Archibald Robert L. 

Bilsten Don 

Bowman Gerald 

Brandt LeRoy "Lee"  52-53 

Branyon Jack 

Collins Thomas 

Conger Henry J. CDR CO USS Laffey in Korean War 

Cox, James (Jim) 

DeBell Richard S 

Doll Ralph 

Folino Joe 

Fox Frank R. 

Givens Dr. Donald L 

Greene Robert Earl 

Harrington Walter 

Jacobs Richard G. 

Jagielski Jr. Joseph M 

Jakubik Emil 

Johnson Ralph Wayne 

Jowers Bobby 

Kozash John 

Lacore Pete 

Lee Ottis Dean (OD) 

Leitschuh Clarence Leroy 



Logsdon Robert 

Lowe Herbert W 

McAdoo William 

McDougle Frank O. 

McIlwain James 

Nash F. Keith 

Nash F. Keith 

Owens, Jr. John 

Phoutrides Ari 

Pollak Bill 

Saul Jimmy L. 

Scaggs Lloyd 

Stacy John 

Teachey, Sr. Wendell Vann 

Volz Robert Louis 

Vorgity Donald 52- 56  

 

Korean War vets at the 2003 USS Laffey Association Reunion 5 – 8 October 2003in Portland Maine 



 

 

Request comments or suggestions to president@laffey.org. 

 


