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DD724/ ' )
U. S. S. LAFFEY !

C/0O FLEET POST OFFICE
San Francisco, Calif.

To Frank Michael HANZEL, Jr., 223 11 21, SC2¢ (T),
USNR V6:

Commended at meritorious mast for ouﬁstgnding
performance bf duty aboard the U. S.8. LAI%EY during
the air action of April 16, 1945, northmelt of
Okinawa Jime when the ship was attacked by twenty-
two enemy planes, shooting down nine of the attackars.
Tou were of great assistance to tﬂg medical personnel
while treating and comforting many of the casualties

during and following the action.

F?J’ . BECTON,

Commander, U.S. Navy,
Commanding.



? 2 DO NOT ADDRESS THE SIGNER OF THIS LETTER
BUT ADDRESS YOUR REPLY TO
COMMANDING OFFICER
U. S. NAVAL HOSPITAL
AND REFER TO No.

Serial No: 1449
U. S. NAVAL HOSPITAL

San Diego, 34, California

2 October 1945

Froms The Medical Officer in Command
T0 & Frank Michael Hanzel Jr., SC2c 223 11 21
U+Se Naval Reserve
Subje Purple Heart Medal-award of.
Encl: (A) Purple Heart Medal.,
1 In the name of the President of the United States,

and by direction of the Secretary of the Navy, the Purple Heart
Medal 1s awarded by the Medical Officer in Command, U.S. Naval
Hospital, San Diego, California.

Frank Michael Hanzel, Jr., SC2c
U.S. Naval Reserve

for wounds received as a result of enemy action in the
Asliatic-Pacific Area on 16 April 1945,

A FAA g

$API.W. ALLEN
Captain (Medical Corps) USN
Commanding

BuPers (2)
SRB
JACKET



In reply address not the signer of this
. letter, but Bureau of Nn.wa! P oy
Navy Department, Washington 25, D. NAVY DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

Refer to No. Pers=10

27 JAN 1947

To:. Mr, Frank Michael Hanzel, Jr,, 223 11 21
70-33 b7t%h £t,

“lendale, lNew York

Subject: Presidential Unit Citation awarded U.S.S. laffey (DD-724).°

1. Forwarded herewith is a facsimile of the Presidential Unit Citation
awarded the U.S.S. Laffey.

2« By virtue of your service in the LAFFEY during the period mentioned
in tke citation, you are hereby authorized to wear as part of your uniform

she Presidential Unit Citation ribbon with star, one of which is transmitted
herewith. ¢

By direction of Chief of Naval Personnel;

.
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N AL 7/‘/{’ é‘Zijrﬂ"_,

z5>kﬁssistant to Director,
Medals and Awards.

Encl:
1l. Facsimile of citation.
2. Insignia (ribbon bar and star).
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' |Suicide Plane Hit } 3
Hanzel's Ship

B! After seeing action on Levie)
. [Ormoe; Mindata, Luzon and wo

£ [Tima, Ship's Cook 3 Second Class
[ [ Frank - Hanzel of .Glendale received
B |shrapnel wounds ‘When & silcide
[ [plane hit his ship, a destroyer, off
I | Oklnawa,

[0 Before he wak Jnjured he was

cited for helping fhe wounded dur- ||
Ing and folls -ing an’attack on hls |
‘|ship hy 22 J:psrese planes mear
Okinawa, )
The 34-year-old sailor, with the |
PSth Task Force, also tdok part in| !
the first and second raids over||
Tokya, It
While on Leyte Seaman Hanzell
met his brother-in-law, Sergeant ‘
{Rudolpll G. Murker, also of Glen«|| - Lo
dale, whom  lisghad not seen for
two yeats. R4
He is & graduate of Public Schaol | ) e ¢
{91, Glendale, and Rickmond Hill | . H =
High School. Refore he enterad the
.| seryie he was a pressman,
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For info on this scrapbook, contact president@laffey.org



