
Admiral Frederick Julian Becton 

WWII Commanding Officer, USS Laffey 

May 15, 1908 – December 25, 1995 
Rear Admiral Frederick Julian Becton was a decorated United States Navy officer. 

He is probably best remembered for commanding the destroyer USS Laffey (DD-

724) in World War II during an intense Japanese kamikaze attack.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_J._Becton 

 

 

 

 

Midshipman Becton Commander Becton WWII 
2nd from Left 

Commander Becton WWII 
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Wife Elizabeth Reuss Becton Rear Admiral Becton 

 

 



 

April 16, 1945 WWII Battle of Okinawa 

 

Admiral Becton Biography and Decorations: 

https://www.laffey.org/FJ%20Becton/Page1/fjbecton.ht

m , Book 

https://www.laffey.org/F.%20Julian%20Bectons%20Book.

htm , Silver Star Award 

https://valor.militarytimes.com/hero/20208  
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Silver Star Award for Heroism Battle of Okinawa 16 April 1945 

 

 

Silver Star Award for Meritorious Performance Battle of Okinawa 25 June 1944 



 

 



 

 



  

Elizabeth and Admiral Becton in front of USS Iowa DD-61.  Captain Becton was the 

Commanding Officer USS Iowa December 1956 – February 24, 1958. 

 

 

 

 



 

First Reunion aboard USS Laffey 1966 Naval Base Norfolk VAi 

 



 

1981 Laffey Association Reunion Admiral Becton 1st Row Middle. 



 

Admiral Becton at 1985 USS Laffey Reunion.  Left Side: Betty Phoutrides, Adm 

Becton, Frank Hoag, Bob Dockery. Right Side: Cy Simonis, Ari Phoutrides, 

Charlotte Simonis, Gloria Hoag, Jean Dockery, Bill Kelly 

 

Admiral Becton and Family Support for USS Laffey Association 

Admiral Becton, his wife Elizabeth (https://www.laffey.org/inmemoriameb.htm), 

and daughters Hilary and Julie have been significant supporters of USS Laffey 

crew members and the USS Laffey Association.  After he left the ship, Admiral 

Becton assisted crew members whenever he could.  He assisted them getting US 

Navy and Veterans Administration benefits.  He communicated with them to 

collect their stories of WWII.  At USS Laffey Association events, he supported and 

praised them recalling their service on the ship.  Admiral Becton was instrumental 

in saving the USS Laffey to become a museum ship.  He was instrumental in 



organizing the USS Laffey Association.  Admiral Becton and his family were 

frequent attendees at USS Laffey Association Reunions in Norfork, VA, Charleston, 

SC, and other locations. 

 

His daughters Hilary and Julie submitted many historic WWII photos and 

documents to the USS Laffey Association.   They were the association secretaries 

for many, many years.  The USS Laffey Association greatly appreciates Admiral 

Becton and his family support for the USS Laffey.    

 
 

Hilary Becton Wagner aboard USS 
Laffey 

Julie Becton and Admiral Becton 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Ship That Would Not Die T-shirt 

 



 

Elizabeth and Julian Becton 

 



 

Elizabeth and Julian Becton - 1993 

 



 

 

Frederick Julian Becton (1908 – 1995) In Memoriam 

 

New York Times Obituary Adm. F. Julian Becton, who was at the center of a 

dramatic two hours of naval history when his destroyer survived a swarm of 

Japanese kamikaze planes off Okinawa in 1945, died on Monday at his home in 

Wynnewood, Pa. He was 87. 

The 2,200-ton U.S.S. Laffey, guns blazing, battled an onslaught by 22 suicide 

planes, 6 of which struck the ship. Two bombs also hit the ship; one jammed the 

rudder of the Laffey, whose deck was a mass of flame. 



The Laffey's crew shot down eight or nine of the planes, but it paid a high price: 

31 crewmen were killed or unaccounted for, and 60 were wounded.  Admiral 

Becton, then a commander, escaped injury. His deft maneuvering and the skill of 

his engineers were credited with bringing the Laffey, riddled like a sieve above the 

waterline, back to Seattle for repairs. He received the Navy Cross for 

extraordinary heroism.  It was not his first close call. He was in command of the 

destroyer Aaron Ward when she was part of an Allied convoy that was attacked 

off Guadalcanal in April 1943. The Aaron Ward and two other vessels were sunk, 

but the enemy lost 39 planes.  Admiral Becton was also decorated for the Laffey's 

support role in the invasion of Normandy and other wartime action. He received 

four Silver Stars, two commendation ribbons, two Presidential Unit Citations and 

the Croix de Guerre. 

Frederick Julian Becton was born in Des Arc, Ark., and graduated from the United 

States Naval Academy in 1931. He served on battleships and destroyers, rising to 

the post of executive officer before being put in command of the Aaron Ward.  He 

retired in 1966 and told the story of the Laffey and her crew in a book, "The Ship 

That Would Not Die" (Prentice-Hall, 1980). 

Admiral Becton is survived by his wife of 46 years, Elizabeth Reuss Becton; two 

daughters, Julie B. Becton of Wynnewood and Hilary B. Wagner of Warrington, 

Pa.; a brother, John, of Hot Springs, Ark., and two grandsons. 

 

Elizabeth Reuss Becton (1920 – 2001) In Memoriam 
https://www.laffey.org/inmemoriameb.htm and 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60757444/elizabeth-hilary-becton 

 

Burial Place of Admiral Becton 

Arlington National Cemetery 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/49120311/frederick-julian-becton  

https://www.laffey.org/inmemoriameb.htm
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60757444/elizabeth-hilary-becton
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/49120311/frederick-julian-becton


 

 

For corrections or updates, contact President, USS Laffey Association 

president@laffey.org and webmaster@laffey.org 

 


