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The
~ U.S.S.LAFFEY (DD724)

COMMANDER FREDERICK J, BECTON, U.S.N.
Officer in Command

Built by the Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine, the Laffey was
commissioned at the Boston Navy Yard on February 8, 1944, The
shakedown ecruige took her into Bermuda waters where she rescued
nineteen survivors of a Navy plane which had crashed twenty-four
hours earlier. After the usual post shakedown alterations she.
steamed from New York harbor on May 14th as part of a convoy
screen destined for the United Kingdom.

- Assigned to a task force she became part of the assault screen
at Baie de la Seine, France, on D-Day. During June 6, 7, 8 and 9,
the Laffey fired 985 rounds of 5-inch anti-aircraft ammunition at
shore defenses. Assigned directed shore fire she silenced two pill
boxes and 8mm and machine gun emplacemhents. On June 25th
she became part of the task force bombardihg the Cherbourg de-
fenses. After this action she returned to Boston, where she re-
ceived certain alterations and improvements.

Late in July, 1944, she was shifted to the Pacific, reaching
Pear] Harbor in September. Here she was again used as a screen-
ing ship attached to a task force. During the last part of Novem-
ber, 1944, she was given patrol duty in the Leyte Gulf. With sev-
eral other destroyers she headed for Oromoc Bay, Leyte, on Decem-
ber 6th as a screen and fire support ship. While in this assauit
area on December 7 the Laffey carried out prelanding bombard-
ment, silenced a shore battery and placed enemy troop concentra-
tions under fire. On the 10th of December she helped a sister ship
hit by a suicide plane. From the 12th to the 17th she participated
in the Mindoro operations serving as a fire director ship.
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